In the search for plants containing ecdysteroids, we have investigated the East Asian species Lychnis fulgens Fisch. from the family Caryophyllaceae, which grows in Primor'e, Priamur'e, in the north of the Korean peninsula, in north-eastern China, and in Japan (islands of Honshu and Hokkaido).
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Samples of the flowering plants were collected in Primorskii Krai [Maritime Territory] in the environs of the village of Shkotovo in the valley of the R. Shkotovka in July, 1984.
The whole plants of L. fulgens (1.8 kg) were extracted repeatedly with methanol. The methanolic extract was evaporated to a volume of 150 ml and was diluted with an equal amount of water. The hydrophobic compounds were eliminated with hexane. The purified aqueous methanolic fraction was extracted with butanol. After the solvent had been distilled off, 7.6 g of combined extractive substances was obtained. They were chromatographed on a column of SiOD with elution by the chloroform-methanol-water (65:35:3) system. Subsequent rechromatography (chloroform-methanol (9:1)) led to the isolation of 42 mg (0.0023% on the weight of the air- 460, 442, 424, 409, 3~ 361, 343, 326, 316, 299, 283, 281, 99 and 81 . PMR spectrum: 1.00 (18-CHs, s); 1.05 (19-CH3, s); 1.23 (26-and 27-CH3, s); 6.05 (H, br.s).
